
 

 

The Gospel 
Open 
Go around and let everyone answer... 
If someone were to do on-the-street interviews with people in your city, how do you 
think most people would answer the question “What is the gospel?”  

How would you answer? 
 

DIG 
 
Read Romans 1:8-9, 14-17 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 
being reported all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching 
the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you... 
14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the fool-
ish. 15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in 
Rome. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gen-
tile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness 
that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by 
faith.” 

 
Paul understood that as a servant of Christ, his life had a purpose.  

What was that purpose? 
 
How does Paul describe the gospel in these verses? 
 
Apparently, some saw this message (God’s salvation is for everyone) as shameful. 

Why might they feel that way?  
Why would Paul still be eager to share it? 

 
How does “the righteous will live by faith” connect to what Paul has said about the 
gospel?  

Who are these righteous people Paul speaks of?  
What does living by faith look like in day-to-day life?  

APPLY 
 
Take a moment for group members to repeat to one another,  

“The gospel is the power of God  
that brings salvation to everyone who believes.” 

 
Identify someone this week who needs to hear this message of good news.  

Why would you want to share it with them?  
What would keep you from sharing it with them?  
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Leader 
Notes 

Lesson Series 
 
This is a series based on passages 
from the book of Romans that high-
lights different aspects of the salvation 
we have in Christ. 
 
Big Idea 
 
It is easy to get confused about what 
are the basics of what the gospel, or 
good news about Christ, really is. 
 
Prayer 
 
Pray for clear understanding about the 
fundamentals of the message about 
Christ. 
 
______________________________ 
 
Use of Discussion Guides 
 
Opening questions in group 
discussion guides intentionally help 
every person in the group focus on 
the general theme. Ideally, every 
participant will answer the questions. 
This helps every person become 
comfortable speaking to the group. 
Gently encourage every person to 
participate in this opening exercise at 
each group meeting. 


